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Between 1794 and 1800 a forge was built on Licking creek, about a mile
and a half west of Mifflintown, then in Mifflin but now in Juniata county, by
William Sterrett and Thomas Beale. Sterrett was the son of an Indian trailer,
and was the first white male child born within the present limits of Juniata
county, being born in Bingham Fort. Beale was a son of William Beale who
settled at Tuscarora Academy in 1754, and who, came from East Cain, Chester
county. The forge was in operation for about four years. Some of the pig
iron for this forge was brought from Lancaster county, but most of it came
"from Centre county. The supply from the latter county was-hauled across
Seven mountains and loaded on arks at Lewistown and floated down the
Juniata to the place now known as Patterson, opposite Mifflintown, and thence
hauled to the forge. One of these arks suffered shipwreck above the head of
" the island." Much of the pig iron with which it was loaded was recovered
by the farmers and used as andirons in their houses, and in lime-kilns to hold
up the wood. In 1806 the forge was destroyed by fire. Its remains may be
seen at this day.

Hope furnace, six miles from Lewistown, and Freedom forge,
three miles from the same place, were built in 1810, and were
probably the first iron enterprises within the present limits of Mifflin
county. General James Lewis was one of the proprietors of Hope
furnace. In 1832 there were three furnaces and one forge in Mif-
flin county, and in 1850 there were five furnaces and two forges.

The first iron enterprise in Perry county was probably a forge
on Cocalamus creek, built in 1807 or 1808 by General Lewis, and
operated by him in connection with Hope furnace. It was aban-
doned about 1817. It had two fires and two hammers, and was
called Mount Vernon- Juniata furnace, three miles from Newport,
was built in 1808 by David Watts, Esq., an eminent lawyer of
Carlisle. In 1832 it was owned by Capt. William Power. A forge
called Fio was built on Sherman's creek, about four miles from
Duncannqn, in Perry county, in 1829, by Lindley & Speek.. A
forge was built at Duncamaon in 1829 by Stephen Duncan and
John D. Mahon. Duncannon rolling-mill was built in 1838 by
Fisher, Morgan & Co. Montebello furnace, at Duncannon, was
built in 1834; Perry furnace, four miles from Bloomfield, in 1840;
Oak Grove, four miles from Landisburg, by Dr. Adam Hayes
and his brother John, in 1830; and Caroline, at Bailysburg, in
1833. These furnaces were built to use charcoal, and all have
been abandoned. There are several new anthracite furnaces in
this county, but nearly every one of them is now idle.

Elizabeth furnace, near Antestown, in Blair county, is said to
have been, the first in the country to use gas from the tunnel-
head for the production of steam. The furnace was built in 1832,